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be treated with respect by the latter; that those assemblies
are all equally venerable, and no one to be preferred before
another: by which argument, the Parliament that began the
rebellion against King Charles the First, voted his trial, and
appointed his murderers, ought to be remembered with
respect.

But to return from this digression; it is very plain, that
considering the defectiveness of our laws, the variety of cases,
the weakness of the prerogative, the power or the cunning of
ill-designing men, it is possible, that many great abuses may
be visibly committed, which cannot be legally punished:
especially if we add to this, that some enquiries might prob-
ably involve those, whom upon other accounts, it is not
thought convenient to disturb. Therefore, it is very false
reasoning, especially in the management of public affairs, to
argue that men are innocent, because the law hath not pro-
nounced them guilty.

I am apt to think, it was to supply such defects as these,
that satire was first introduced into the world; whereby those
whom neither religion, nor natural virtue, nor fear of punish-
meat, were able to keep within the bounds of their duty,
might be withheld by the shame of having their crimes ex-
posed to open view in the strongest colours, and themselves
rendered odious to mankind. Perhaps all this may be little
regarded by such hardened and abandoned natures as I
have to deal with; but, next to taming or binding a savage
animal, the best service you can do the neighbourhood, is to
give them warning, either to arm themselves, or not come in
its way.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    -

Could I have hoped for any signs of remorse from the
leaders of that faction, I should very gladly have changed
my style, and forgot or passed by their million of enormities.
But they are every day more fond of discovering their im-
potent zeal and malice: witness their conduct in the city
about a fortnight ago,1 which had no other end imaginable,
beside that of perplexing our affairs, and endeavouring to

1 This refers to the election of the governor and directors of the
Bank of England on April I2th and I3th. All the Whig candidates
were returned, and Sir H. Furnese was on the same day chosen
Alderman for Bridge Within. See also No, 41, post> p. 267,
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